
ADOPT-A-UNIT (AAU) PROGRAM
The Adopt-A-Unit (AAU) program is an integral part of the R-Ranch.  Adopt-a-Unit Owners commit to
managing their adopted units by assisting with minor maintenance & repairs, painting, and deep
cleaning.  AAU Owners are permitted to furnish and decorate their adopted unit per the AAU Program
Policies and Responsibilities.

Participating as an AAU Owner is an honor that is limited to the amount of units available.  As such,
there are specific Policies and Responsibilities that must be followed.  If you are interested in joining
this program or have any questions, please reach out to the AAU Coordinators:
Chairman:  Alyssa Chamberlain (760) 780-3243 Email: Jcsgirl2006@gmail.com
Co-Chair:  Brittany Applen (626) 353-3732

A list of available units to adopt are available from the AAU Coordinator, R-Ranch Adopt-A-Unit
Facebook Page, and in the Ranch Owners Association (ROA) Office.
The R-Ranch in the Sequoias Official Adopt-A-Unit Page | Facebook

Section I: Adopt-A-Unit Policies

A. The Adopt-A-Unit Program involves deep cleaning the unit, replacing old and worn out
furnishings, updating lighting/fans as needed, maintaining clean and quality kitchen pots, pans,
utensils, and more. In addition, many repairs, maintenance, and painting are taken on by the
Adopt-A-Unit Owners. All units now have the basics, although they may need to be replaced or
updated.

B. The Adopt-A-Unit coordinators will work in conjunction with the board and owners to schedule at
a minimum of 4 Work Weekends per year.  In peak season, units may be difficult to book, so
you will need to plan accordingly by utilizing work weekends and non-peak season visits.
Owner volunteers are the backbone of this program. If you are unable to get a reservation in

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Rranchadoptaunit


your adopted unit, it may still be possible to complete work during your stay. Check with
housekeeping to see when it will be vacant for access.

C. AAU Owners must visit their units and submit the AAU Improvement Report stating
improvements and maintenance that have been completed, with photo documentation, a
minimum of once per calendar year.  Failure to do so will result in the unit being released and
available for adoption by another owner.

D. All painting, varnishing, and modifications must have prior approval from the Adopt-A-Unit
Coordinator(s) and R-Ranch Management. The only approved interior paint is semi-gloss
off-white and is available from the R-Ranch with advanced notice. Never paint wood paneling,
do not wallpaper or hang borders. Note: Cabins that were previously painted, wallpapered, or
bordered, will remain as they are.

E. As a general rule, no items should be removed or added to/from the unit unless the owner has
spoken to the AAU Coordinator(s) or the AAU Owners. Items are paid for and provided by AAU
owners for others to use and enjoy. If you, as an AAU Owner, discover items missing, broken, or
otherwise left in disarray, please inform R-Ranch Management immediately.

Section II: Adopt-A-Unit Responsibilities

A. Exterior
a. Yearly cleaning of the cobwebs around window frames and doors.
b. If possible, removal of pine-needles, debris, and brush clearance in spring is

appreciated.

B. Interior
a. Kitchen

i. When placing kitchen items, leave a cabinet or several shelves empty for owners
to use for food storage during their stay.

ii. Place items in logical places.
iii. Consider usage when outfitting the kitchen - if there’s no oven you don’t need

baking pans.
iv. Get rid of unusable or unsafe items like cracked dishes or glasses, rusty skillets,

or broken items. Throw these items away.
v. Teflon surfaces are highly discouraged as they damage quickly.

vi. Metal cooking utensils are forbidden.  These cause irreparable damage to
cookware.

vii. Silicone cooking utensils and pot holders are highly recommended.
viii. If cloth pot holders are made available, these should be washed or replaced

regularly.



ix. All small electric kitchen appliances should be in working order.  Pay attention to
the “antiques” in your unit and please replace them if safety is a concern.

b. Bathroom(s)
i. Shower liners: must be replaced yearly.
ii. Bathroom and toilet mats: discouraged.
iii. Leaking pipes or shower head concerns: please report to Ranch Management. *

see protocol below for more information

c. Bedrooms
i. Beds: May be moved and updated but the number of people the unit sleeps

must remain the same. No beds may block windows or doors!
ii. Set-up: Best practices indicate that one bedroom should be set up with a double

bed or larger.
iii. New Mattresses: These are recommended and appreciated. Please be sure a

new, waterproof, enclosed mattress cover has been placed on new mattresses
and box springs.

iv. Furniture: A night table and/or small dresser should be provided for each
bedroom. Some bedrooms do not have closets, in this case you will need a
dresser and a place to hang clothes.

v. Coat Rack/Hook: Many cabins have a long bar of wood mounted on the wall
with clothes hooks screwed into it, this works well.

vi. Lighting: Each bedroom should have a reading light accessible from the beds if
possible, if not, consider wall-mounted lamps.

vii. Mirrors: recommended in at least one room.
viii. Window coverings: The ideal window covering offers privacy and light control

and opens and closes easily. If tie-backs are used, they should be fastened to the
wall or curtain or they will get lost quickly. All hardware should be securely
fastened; screws are easier to remove should the need arise later.  Furniture and
curtains are not to be placed within 3 feet of the wall heater.  Use heavy duty
curtain rods!

ix. Decor: Please be respectful of the diversity of R-Ranch and refrain from any
decor that others may find offensive. Do not use religious or holiday themes for
cabin décor.  It is very important to keep the subject matter of décor as neutral as
possible. Don’t mix styles within a room.

x. No Clutter: Leave the top of tables and dressers clear for others to place their
belongings. Wall art must be properly framed and hung so it will not fall. Do not
use unframed posters, pictures or prints. Do NOT staple, tack or glue anything to
the walls. Make the smallest hole possible when hanging items and try to place
nails or screws in the groove between wallboards. Eliminate knick-knacks, as
they collect dust, and are not dusted regularly.



d. Living/Dining Room:
i. Tables and Chairs: The dining table and chairs should be sturdy and able to

withstand heavy use. They should be size appropriate to the unit. If the unit
sleeps 4, the table should seat 4. You don’t need an eight-foot-long table unless
your cabin sleeps ten or more.

1. Plastic outdoor tables and chairs are not approved furnishings for units.
ii. Seating: A sitting area should be set up in the remaining living room space.

Sofas and loveseats should have separate cushions that can be removed and
cleaned if possible.

iii. Tables: Coffee table and end tables should be provided if room allows.
iv. Lighting: Living room should have adequate lighting provided by either table

lamps, pole lamps or ceiling fans with a light kit.   If help is needed with electrical
work, please contact Ranch Management.

v. Window coverings: The ideal window covering offers privacy and light control
and opens and closes easily. If tie-backs are used, they should be fastened to the
wall or curtain or they will get lost quickly. All hardware should be securely
fastened; screws are easier to remove should the need arise later.  Furniture and
curtains are not to be placed within 3 feet of the wall heater.  Use heavy duty
curtain rods!

C. AAU Improvement Report
a. Completion of the Unit Improvement Report is required after each visit to your unit(s).

This report will allow you to update the AAU Coordinators, Ranch Staff and Management
regarding

i. Replaced light bulbs
ii. Washed and re-hung curtains
iii. Cleaned walls
iv. Oiled cabinets
v. Painted bathroom

vi. Installed new mini-blinds in a room
vii. Shampooed carpet
viii. Cleaned upholstery
ix. Updates to furnishings
x. Kitchen projects
xi. Painting project
xii. Adding or changing a major appliance
xiii. Other improvements as needed

b. Significant architectural work must be approved by AAU Coordinators, R-Ranch Staff
and R-Ranch Management and permits must be obtained through Tulare County.

c. AAU Improvement Report is available on the R-Ranch Website under ______??????
and should be completed within 1 week of your departure.

D. Volunteer Reward Drawing



a. Volunteering can occur during any visit to the R-Ranch.
b. One entry to the Drawing may be submitted daily.
c. You must complete the sign-in sheet located at Security prior to your departure.
d. Drawings occur monthly at R-Ranch Board meetings.
e. Three entries will be drawn and awarded four (4) guest passes each.

Section III: Adopt-A-Unit Recommendations and Donation needs

A. Recommended Kitchen Supplies:
a. Basics: Broom, Dustpan, Mop, Bucket, Dish Drainer, Dish Scrubber
b. Pots and Pans: Sauce pans, frying pans, and skillets Dutch oven and/or griddle

(optional)
c. Dishes: Dinner/dessert plates Soup/cereal/salad /mixing and serving bowls microwave

safe baking dish, food storage containers
d. Glassware: Large and small drinking cups (plastic or glass) Coffee mugs Wine glasses
e. Silverware: Forks (dinner and/or salad) Spoons (teaspoon, tablespoon, serving) Knives

(butter, steak, paring, large cutting/dicing)
f. Utensils: Bottle/can-opener, Colander/strainer Grater, potato peeler, measuring

cups/spoons whisk or egg beater, plastic or wooden spatulas, cooking/serving/slotted
spoons, ladles. Bar-B-Q tools, coffee-maker, toaster or toaster oven, cutting boards

g. If the budget allows: Crock pot, Tea kettle, Blender, Mixer, Bagless Vacuum cleaners
ONLY

B. Donations Needed!
a. Quality Appliances

i. Microwaves
ii. Coffee makers, Toasters, Toaster ovens, Crock-pots, Blenders, Pressure

Cookers
b. Furniture: Sturdy and in good condition

i. Dining room tables & chairs,
ii. Couches, Love-seats, and Chairs
iii. Coffee and end tables, Dressers & Nightstands
iv. Lamps
v. Ceiling Fans

c. Housewares
i. Pots & pans (steel and cast iron preferred,  Teflon is not allowed.)
ii. Microwave-safe mixing & serving dishes
iii. Food storage containers
iv. BBQ Tools
v. Can opener

vi. Wine and Bottle Openers
vii. Knives
viii. Serving Utensils - Silicone or Plastic Spatulas, Mixing spoons, etc.



d. Miscellaneous
i. Vacuums
ii. Heaters & Fans
iii. Mini-blinds/window shades
iv. Curtains
v. Shower Curtain Liners

vi. Heavy Duty Curtain Rods
vii. Step Stools

C. Donation Cabins (Keys can be checked out from Security)
a. Small Items

i. There is a storage unit located behind the Adult Center that has donated items
that you can use to restock your cabin (dishes, curtains, pictures, TV’s etc.)

ii. Items placed in this Donation Cabin should be of quality similar to what you
would use in your own home: broken, mismatched, dirty items are not
acceptable.

iii. Please place items in the appropriate areas to keep the room organized.  If you
are donating items please be sure they are placed properly and not dumped on
the floor.

b. Furniture
i. All furniture donations will be placed in Cabin #205. Please make note of the

signs on each door so that your donations are placed with similar items.
ii. All items should be sturdy and in working order.
iii. If repairs are needed, please do not bring it to the ranch unless you plan to make

the repairs in a timely manner.
iv. If you are bringing an item that you will be moving into your unit at a later time,

please make sure it is labeled clearly in bold marker.


